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Climate change increases inequities

Health Risk = hazard x exposure x vulnerability (IPCC, 
2014)



Climate change increases inequities

Inequality…
• Increases the exposure of the                 

disadvantaged social groups to the      
adverse  effects of climate change

• Increases disadvantaged groups’ 
susceptibility to these adverse effects 

• Decreases their relative ability to 
cope with and recover from the 
damages they suffer 
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- Islam and Winkel, 2017.



Upstream multi-sectoral human-driven environmental 
changes and contributing social determinants of 
adverse health impacts



A systems approach to understanding and taking action on 
climate, health and equity



Applying integrated data and tools for 
decision support

Adapted from Pongsiri et al., 2019, Lancet Planetary Health.
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Operationalizing a Systems Approach to 
Planetary Health:  
Save the Children’s Strategy on Climate and Health

Objectives
• Sustain health

• Target climate drivers and the social determinants of ill health that 
drive health inequity

• Support multisectoral governance inclusive of community 
engagement



Evidence Synthesis: Research 
and Learning Agenda

Understanding climate, health and equity interconnections
• How and why are children vulnerable to climate change? What are the causal pathways?
• How do social determinants play a role?

Identifying climate actions with health benefits
• What are context-specific, evidence-based actions to achieve climate, health and health 

equity objectives together? 
• What are the most effective indicators of climate and health action?
• What are the most effective indicators of non-health/health-influencing sectors to track?
• What are effective social and behavioral change strategies for reducing climate-sensitive 

health risks to children at the community level?
Supporting multisectoral governance of climate and health
• What are, and how can, decisionmakers’ specific needs for evidence and capacities be 

addressed for effective governance of climate change, health and equity?
• What are the enabling factors (legal, social, political, governance) required for evidence-based 

implementation or having impact – and for impact to be sustained ?
Inclusive community engagement
• How can local community engagement on climate and health be most effectively conducted?
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Impacts
• Stronger health systems with the capacity to track, plan for and respond to 

climate hazards and changes in risks to health 
• Communities with the capacity to prioritize the climate risks impacting their 

health
• National and sub-national plans developed and operationalized that take 

action on the multi-sectoral, systemic health impacts of climate change and 
the social determinants contributing to them. 

• Voices of children and youth are elevated and amplified in advocacy and 
policy discussions at sub-national, national, regional and global levels. 



Overcoming the 5 key barriers to addressing climate, health and equity together
Pathways to Impact
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Improve 
understanding of 

multisectoral 
impacts of climate 

change and the 
contributing social 

determinants

Limited 
Awareness

Develop effective 
multiple-benefits 

based advocacy and 
engage public and 
private sectors to 
increase financial 

support for climate 
and health

Inadequate Resources 
(Human/Financial)

Strengthen skills and 
leadership capacity 

to engage in co-
design and 

implementation of 
actions

Limited Participation 
of Communities

Support multi-
sectoral governance 

with integrated 
data/decision 
support tools  

Decision 
Making Silos

Foster community 
actions: identify, 

test, evaluate and 
scale interventions 
with climate, health 
and equity benefits 
to help communities 

prevent or reduce 
adverse impacts

Inadequate 
Recognition of 

Co-Benefits



Examples
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Niger– Reducing Malnutrition
• Providing evidence for decision makers to prepare for the 

impacts of drought on food and nutrition security in Niger–
and, identify which households will be more adversely affected. 

Somalia – Clean Energy for Clinics  and 
Hos pitals
• Piloting the use of wind generators which will provide clean 

energy for heating water and refrigeration of vaccines; and, 
support jobs to maintain the system.

Asia, East Africa, Latin America - Building 
Community-bas ed Sys tems  Maps
• Working with  3 countries to develop community-based 

systems maps of climate, health, and equity interconnections 
and use this as a basis for identifying priority actions to 
prevent/reduce climate-sensitive health risks
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Thank 
you!
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